ETHNIC STUDIES COMMITTEE CHARTER

CHARGE                     

The philosophical objective of the Ethnic Studies Committee is to enhance the awareness and acknowledgement of the importance of ethnic pluralism as an essential element in the development of the United States. The Ethnic Studies Committee is a sub-committee of the Curriculum Committee that ensures integrity of the curriculum for Cañada College.  Its primary function is to review and evaluate any newly proposed course to be considered as an ethnic studies course according to the Ethnic Studies definition and guidelines of Cañada College.

DEFINITION

Ethnic studies courses examine significant aspects of the cultural contributions and social and psychological experiences of the historically underrepresented ethnic groups in the U.S. including but not limited to:  Asian Americans, Blacks, Latinos, and Native Americans.  Courses should include an analysis of ethnicity; ethnocentrism and racism and how these explain and shape the ethnic experience in the U.S. Courses should include an examination of such factors as race, class, gender, age, religion and how these shape the ethnic experience in the U.S.  Courses explore the role culture plays in shaping and sustaining ethnic groups and identities in the U.S.
MEMBERSHIP

The Ethnic Studies Committee will be composed of one faculty member from each Division and one student representative (if possible).  The faculty committee members will serve a two-year term and the student representative will serve a one-year term. The committee will select their chair or co-chairs to serve on the committee for a term of no more than two years.  Members of the Ethnic Studies Committee may make recommendations for nominations. 

DUTIES OF THE ETHNIC STUDIES SUB-COMMITTEE

1. Make recommendations to the appropriate Divisions on all existing Ethnic Studies courses to determine how they can be updated and/or improved.

2. Review and evaluate new courses according to our guidelines as to their appropriateness for Ethnic Studies courses.

3. As an ad-hoc committee, we meet as necessary when the Chair of the Curriculum deems that a new course should be considered as an Ethnic Studies requirement

4. Encourage departments to expand curriculum to meet the Ethnic Studies requirement.   

ETHNIC STUDIES COURSE GUIDELINES
1. Provides for all students a better understanding of the diverse ethnicities and cultures, and a deeper appreciation of the historical and contemporary contributions of these groups in American society.

2. Provides students with a better understanding of the social, political and economic problems facing this country as a result of past and current failures to acknowledge and provide for the rights of historically underrepresented ethnic groups in the United States.
3. Provides students with a greater opportunity to know more about themselves, their heritage and culture as it relates to American Society.

4. Provides students with the knowledge, skills and commitment needed to contribute effectively to an American community.
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 ETHNIC STUDIES COMMITTEE – COURSE EVALUATION PROCEDURE

Procedure for Consideration:

1. Electronically submit your proposed course outline with the Approval Worksheet to all members of the Ethnic Studies Committee (Frank Young (Co-Chair), Lezlee Ware (Co-Chair), Sondra Saterfield, Alicia Aguirre, Paul Roscelli and Raymond Lapuz.

2. Members will read and evaluate the proposed course and within 2 weeks, from your submission date, and will provide you with appropriate feedback.

3. If your course closely meets the Ethnic Studies Requirement, but needs additional clarification or incorporation of other materials then after you make these corrections you will need to re-submit to the committee and we will respond in a week.

4. Be sure to provide yourself and your department with enough time to meet our timeline in conjunction with Curriculum Committee due dates.

5. If your course is approved for meeting the Cañada College Ethnic Studies Graduation Requirement, make sure your Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) directly reflect the Course Guidelines that are outlined for this particular requirement.
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ETHNIC STUDIES COMMITTEE – COURSE APPROVAL WORKSHEET

A. Course Information

1. Course Number: __________________

2. Course Title: _____________________

3. Number of Units: _________________

4. Course Prerequisite(s): _____________

5. Date Course Outline submitted to Ethnic Studies Committee: _____________

6. Instructor Name: _________________  Email: ________________________

7. Department: _____________________

8. Division: ________________________

_______________________________DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE______________________________

B. Course Satisfies the Following Guidelines:

5. Provides for all students a better understanding of the diverse ethnicities and cultures, and a deeper appreciation of the historical and contemporary contributions of these groups in American society. 

YES



NO

6. Provides students with a better understanding of the social, political and economic problems facing this country as a result of past and current failures to acknowledge and provide for the rights of historically underrepresented ethnic groups in the United States.

YES



NO

7. Provides students with a greater opportunity to know more about themselves, their heritage and culture as it relates to American society.
YES



NO

8. Provides students with the knowledge, skills and commitment needed to contribute effectively to an American community.

YES



NO

C. Course Approval:

1. This Course Outline should be approved for the Ethnic Studies Requirement?

YES



NO

2. Recommendations:

Ethnic Studies Committee

Chairperson: ______________________________________  Date: __________________

Co-chairperson: ___________________________________   Date: __________________
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